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more familiar with Europe and with England, we shall
adopt some great virtues and some noble institutions which
are conspicuous in Europe in the present day, and which
we need so much. Our children's children will live to see
the day when India will take her place among the nations
of the earth in manufacturing industry and cormneicial
enterprise, in representative institutions and real social ad-
vancement. May that day dawn early for India".
Written nearly a century ago, these words could well
represent what in our generation, that of Romesh Chundcr's
children's children, we are striving to achieve. He saw this
vision and dreamt of a new India in terms which are rele-
vant today, but of which there was not even a faint indica-
tion then.
"The child is the father of the man", according to a
well-known English saying. Romesh Chunder's three years
in Europe in his early youth, though not in childhood, cer-
tainly gave unmistakable signs of the man he grew up to
be. The- contact with Europe and the impressions he gained
there during these years gave to his earnest and patriotic
mind, as it did to several others in succeeding generations,
a measure of the backwardness of his country, and instilled
in him the desire to see his country progress on similar lines.
He saw representative institutions flourish in England and he
naturally asked himself why they should not flourish in
India. He saw Europe forging ahead in industry and com-
merce and he yearned for similar progress in India.
The three years from April 1868 to July 1871 could
not have been better spent. During this period, Romesh
Chunder, who had travelled to a strange land, secured the
third place in a highly competitive examination. He quali-
fied for the Bar; and stood second in the final probationary
examination; he travelled extensively in England and on
the Continent of Europe, and learnt to appreciate the perma-

